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Will India be able to deal

with Taliban?

People arrive at Hindon Air force Station after being evacuated from Kabul through an IAF flight at Ghaziabad on August 22. (ANI Photo)

One man responsible for destruction raging
across Afghanistan is Zalmay Khalilzad'

NEW DELHI: Questions surround Zalmay
Khalilzad, an enigmatic diplomat who presided
over US failures in Iraq and now the return of Taliban
to power in Afghanistan.

Khalilzad, a leading US diplomat of Afghan-ori-
gin, has long been a controversial figure for his in-
volvement in Washington's 'War on Terror'.

He also led Washington's talks with the Taliban,

which many see as the main precursor to the
Pashtun-dominated group's lightning victory in Af-
ghanistan, TRT World reported. After the Taliban's
surprisingly quick victory against the US-trained Af-
ghan army, many government operators and experts
can't help but speculate on Washington's role, par-
ticularly that of Khalilzad, in the Afghan group's re-
turn to power.
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INDIA ACTIVATES RESCUE
India activates foreign missions around Afghanistan for evacuation
NEW DELHI: The government has ac-

tivated foreign missions near Afghani-
stan to speed up evacuation of
stranded Indian citizens and Afghan na-
tionals, including Hindus and Sikhs,
from the war torn country, the govern-
ment officials said 23rd August.

They also said that Indian authorities
have been coordinating with the Indian
embassies in Tajikistan and Qatar to fa-
cilitate the evacuations of Indian and
Afghan nationals from there and asked
them to provide all support such as
transport, stay and other necessary as-
sistance.

The Indian authorities have also been
facing a major challenge that many of
Indian workers have been located in dif-
ferent parts of Afghanistan and to take
them to nearby Indian embassies such
as Doha by land routes has also posed a
threat of an attack on the convoy by the
Taliban militia.

Meanwhile, the 'Afghanistan Cell' set
up at the Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) here in Delhi has been working
round the clock to quickly respond to

the queries from those who have re-
quested the MEA to come to India. So
far, a total 1,650 Indians have put their
request to this cell, and they have re-
sponded to over 2,000 calls, 600
WhatsApp messages and 1200 e-mails,
the official added.

They also confirmed until
22ndAugust evening, a total of 526 per-

sons arrived Delhi, apart from the 168
who arrived by the Indian Air Force
transport aircraft C17 globemaster at
the Hindon air base on 22nd morning
including two Afghan Members of Par-
liament Anarkali Kaur and Narendra
Singh Khalsa and also a few Afghan po-
litical leaders.

Apprehending the Taliban militia may

prevent the Afghan public representa-
tives from taking the IAF flight, the en-
tire plan was kept secret till the flight
took off from Afghanistan, the sources
said.

"The US authorities have taken full
control of the airport and they are man-
aging the air operation from the war
torn country. In this huge rush, charting
out a slot for an aircraft and also a safe
air route for the evacuation flight, have
become major challenges for US au-
thority," an official explained over the
delay of the military aircraft from Kabul
airport.

The Kabul airport has been closed for
commercial flights and only military
aircrafts are allowed to land and take off
from there.

The first air rescue operation was
made on August 17, when an IAF C-17
aircraft brought back 120 Indians to
Jamnagar, including Indian Ambassador
Rudrendra Tandon, the last batch of the
Indian embassy staff, ITBP personnel
from the Kabul airport amidst the criti-
cal situation in Afghanistan. IANS

IAF special repatriation flight with 168 passengers on board, including 107 Indian nationals, is on its

way to Delhi as evacuation continues from Kabul on August 22. Photo (ANI)

'One man responsible for destruction raging across Afghanistan is Zalmay Khalilzad'
NEW DELHI: Questions surround

Zalmay Khalilzad, an enigmatic diplo-
mat who presided over US failures in
Iraq and now the return of Taliban to
power in Afghanistan.

Khalilzad, a leading US diplomat of
Afghan-origin, has long been a con-
troversial figure for his involvement
in Washington's 'War on Terror'.

He also led Washington's talks with
the Taliban, which many see as the
main precursor to the Pashtun-domi-
nated group's lightning victory in Af-
ghanistan, TRT World reported.

After the Taliban's surprisingly
quick victory against the US-trained
Afghan army, many government op-
erators and experts can't help but
speculate on Washington's role, par-
ticularly that of Khalilzad, in the Af-
ghan group's return to power.

Some other experts further be-
lieve that Khalilzad pursued a "special
political agenda" to promote his per-
sonal and family interests.

"One man responsible for the
chaos and destruction raging across

Afghanistan is Zalmay Khalilzad. He
should be investigated for alleged fi-
nancial corruption," says Kamal Alam, a

non-resident senior fellow at the Atlan-
tic Council.

In 2014, Khalilzad's finances were

subject to an Austrian investigation that
froze his wife's accounts in the Euro-
pean country based on information

from the US Department of Justice that
he was suspected of money laundering
related to business activities in Iraq and

the United Arab Emirates (UAE).
"This man wanted to be the presi-

dent of Afghanistan. He ran to be the
president of Afghanistan. No one likes
him. Everyone hates him," Alam tells
TRT World.

A Turkish source, who is closely ac-
quainted with Khalilzad, refused to go
on the record about him saying be-
cause he would have to express very
"negative views" publicly about
someone he knows very well.

Prior to his appointment as the US
envoy to Afghanistan, some of his
countrymen from Afghanistan signed
a petition accusing him for "ethno-na-
tionalist motivated previous con-
ducts", a veiled reference to his al-
leged support for the Pashtun
community's dominance after the US
invasion.

Alam drew attention to the fact
that Khalilzad should have never been
in a top mediating position between
the US and the Taliban after making
clear his political ambitions in his
country of origin, Afghanistan. IANS

Zalmay Khalilzad
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US airlifts 1,700 people from
Kabul on 22nd Aug

WASHINGTON: The United States air-
lifted 1,700 people from the Kabul Air-
port in Afghanistan on 22 August, a
White House official said.

In addition to this, 39 coalition air-
craft took off with approximately 3,400
passengers, the official further in-
formed. "From 3:00 AM EDT to 3:00 PM
EDT, 8 U.S.
military flights
-- 7 C-17s and
1 C-130 --
evacuated ap-
p r o x i m a t e l y
1,700 passen-
gers from Hamid Karzai International
Airport. In addition, 39 coalition aircraft
took off with approximately 3,400 pas-
sengers," the official said.

With this, the US, which has taken
control of Kabul airport last week fol-
lowing the collapse of the Afghan gov-
ernment, has evacuated and facilitated
the evacuation of approximately 30,300
people on military and coalition flights.

The official said that since the end of

July, 'we have relocated approximately
35,500 people.

The US, which has stationed thou-
sands of troops to secure the airport,
has set a deadline to complete the
evacuations by August 31.

But there are up to 15,000 Americans
and 50,000 to 60,000 Afghan allies who

need to be evacuated, according to the
Biden administration.

US President Joe Biden had earlier
termed the evacuation from Afghani-
stan the 'most difficult and largest air-
lift' ever in history.

He had assured to get all Americans
and allies out of the war-torn country.
"Kabul evacuation is among the largest
and most difficult airlifts in history,"
Biden had said. ANI

With this, the US, which has taken control of Kabul
airport last week following the collapse of the

Afghan government, has evacuated and facilitated
the evacuation of approximately 30,300

'All roads deserted in Kabul
except one leading to airport'
NEW DELHI: Amid the ongoing unrest,

chaos and tension in Afghanistan, three
planes, and an Indian Air Force (IAF)
transport aircraft, carrying Indian na-
tionals arrived at Delhi's IGI Airport and
Hindon Air Base in Ghaziabad, respec-
tively, on 22 August.

Zaffer Sherrif, who was working at
the NATO base in Kabul airport, said all
roads in Kabul looked deserted except
the one leading to the airport, which
was choked with heavy traffic as people
were in a hurry to leave the country.

"We got the information about
Taliban that had captured Jalalabad city
(around 40 km from Kabul) on August
16 morning. After some hours, again we
were informed that Taliban had entered
into the city and local Talibanis began
coming inside the airport."

"Around thousands of Talibanis sat on
the runway to disrupt the flight opera-
tion and started cover-shot. Later, we

were evacuated to Doha from where
we have reached India," he said.

India on 22 August evacuated 168
passengers including 107 Indian nation-
als through Indian Air Force's C-17 air-
craft that landed at IAF's Hindon Air Base.

An Air India flight carrying 87 Indians
also landed at Delhi's IGI Airport the
same day, along with two other private
airlines, from different locations. One
more flight carrying Indian nationals is
expected to land, said an official.

Another returnee Jagadeesha, who
also was working at NATO base in Kabul,
said: "We felt safer inside the base. The
embassy helped us in getting airlifted
to Doha from where with Indian
embassy's help we have reached here."

Even as the flights carrying Indian
nationals landed in early morning at the
IGI airport, the checkout was delayed
by many hours due to the Covid-related
formalities.  IANS

MEA to brief
political parties on
Afghan situation

NEW DELHI: In view of the fast
changing situation in war torn Af-
ghanistan, the government has de-
cided to brief the "Floor Leaders" of
the political parties by the Ministry
of External Affairs (MEA).

The government's move came af-
ter Prime Minister Narendra Modi
instructed the MEA to brief the po-
litical leaders and Parliamentary Af-
fairs Minister Pralhad Joshi will be
intimating the further details to the
leaders of the political parties.

"In view of developments in Af-
ghanistan, PM @narendra Modi has
instructed that MEA to brief Floor
leaders of the political parties. The
Minister of Parliamentary Affairs
@Joshi Pralhad will be initiating fur-
ther details," the External Affairs
Minister Dr S. Jaishankar said in a
tweet message on Monday 23rd
August.

The MEA is likely to share the de-
tails of the ongoing rescue opera-
tion and other arrangements made
by the government to those arriv-
ing from Afghanistan and India's
concerns and challenges in the war
torn country. IANS

SL urges India's help
to evacuate Lankans
in Afghanistan

COLOMBO: Sri Lanka has urged
India's assistance to evacuate nationals

held up in Afghanistan after country

was taken over by the Taliban.

The Foreign Ministry stated Sri Lanka

was deeply concerned about the situa-

tion in Afghanistan and was closely

monitoring the development.

"Our primary concern is the safety

and security of Sri Lankans living in Af-

ghanistan and evacuating them to

safety or back to Sri Lanka," said the For-

eign Ministry and requested the sup-

port of India, the US, the UK, Pakistan

and the United Nations to evacuate Sri

Lankans in Afghanistan.

Out of 86 Sri Lankans 46 have already

been evacuated and 20 more to be re-

moved while 20 have opted to remain

in Afghanistan under Taliban.

Sri Lanka welcomed amnesty offered

and promise made by Taliban not to

harm any foreigners, and urged the

militant group that took over the coun-

try to honor its commitment.

The Sri Lankan government also wel-

comed Islamic fundamentalist group's

pledge to allow women in Afghanistan

to work and girls to go to school. IANS
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Horoscope8

Kindly read the predictions from your ascendant sign. If you do not know your ascendant sign then read the
same from Moon sign. If Moon sign is also not known then read it from the Zodiac sign. The ascendant sign which is

calculated from the birth details viz. date, month, year, time & place of birth gives 85 % accurate predictions. The
accuracy of predictions from Moon sign get limited to only 50 %. The predictions from Zodiac sign are only 25 %

accurate. In nutshell the predictions from ascendant sign are most accurate. In getting personality analysis the traits
given by ascendant sign are 100 % accurate and that is the essence of Vedic Astrology.
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The first half of the
   week is ab-

solutely perfect for
your family life and
prosperity. Although

expenses shall be high however the time
period, energy & the money that you
shall be spending on your family would
keep you happier. You might go on a jour-
ney with your family member. Although
there would remain some kind of ten-
sion and stress in the back of your mind
however your attitude to keep yourself
busy would certainly work for you.

The beginning of
the week is not

auspicious for your
general happiness.

You might suffer from the problems of
mood swings. Your expenses might re-
main uncontrolled. Your extra generous
attitude this week might create finan-
cial scarcity. You will also go on journeys
which might not prove very beneficial.
In fact this is the best week to plan to go
on pilgrimages. This time should be uti-
lized in Yoga, meditation.

This week you are
destined to

get the support of
your spouse, love
mates and partners

which would surely help you in upgrad-
ing your skills professionally and you would
find yourself doing better at work area
and by the end of the week you shall be
earning more gains also and in these
gains too there shall be tremendous sup-
port of your associates. It can prove to
be a period of starting point of gains in
business.

The first half of the
week is won-

derful for love rela-
tions, family life; enter-
tainment related ac-

tivities and financial gains are also indi-
cated. Children shall do better and those
associated with consultation work shall
be doing better. The latter half of the
week is promising better performance
of your in those activities in which your
abilities shall be put to test. You might
travel to attend some celebration in the
house of your friends or relatives.

In the first half of the
week you shall

get big relief from the
stress and extra bur-
den that you were go-

ing through from last few days. There shall
be betterment and increase in gains
and inflow of money whereas the latter
half of the weak won't be that favorable
for starting and accomplishing any im-
portant tasks. Don't trust people blindly
and abstain from taking any decision in
a hurry.

The first half of the
week is not fa-

vorable for your gen-
eral happiness and
health. You shall have

to face some bitterness in your emo-
tional relations. Your enthusiasm and spir-
its shall get decreased substantially how-
ever your some kind of hidden talent
won't let you get frustrated.  In the latter
half of the week your all drained energies
shall be regained and it would prove bet-
ter for public welfare activities, social
reputation, journeys and for work also.

The planetary tran
sit in the first

half of the week is
showing that you
would be spending

most of your time in social activities,
travelling, merry making, partying and
shopping whereas the latter half of the
week is promising good luck of enjoy-
ing association of those people who are
lucky for your business and work area.
The last day of the week is marking some
sadness in life.

This week is auspi
cious for at-

taining support of se-
niors and royal people
in business. Statesman

type of people would extend their sup-
port to you. All gentlemen in society
shall develop a tendency to appreciate
you. This move and development shall
prove beneficial for attaining stability in
the inflow of money the impact of which
shall be visible after a couple of months
for sure. In nutshell this week shall cre-
ate a seed for a better financial future.

This full week is per
fectly fine for

all areas of life. Al-
though you might con-
tinue to exhibit some

carefree and careless attitude this week
too however your abilities and manage-
ment skills shall bring some reward to
you this week. You would plan to visit
some place of tourist attraction along
with your friends, family and relatives this
week. For sure there shall be an increase
in the development of your destiny.

Your destiny's bet-
    ter force and your
reserve mental en-
ergy shall help you to
cope with the stress

which is chasing you from last few weeks.
In the first half of the week you shall man-
age with the same spirit and go on fight-
ing with the odds but the latter half shall
be disappointing & you might go to the
verge of giving up. We shall advise you to
work with patience and better not to take
any important decision regarding invest-
ment or other plan of action in this week.

The beginning of
   the week is wonder-

ful for domestic happi-
ness. People would be
full of appreciation for

your cheerful disposition. There shall be
an atmosphere of love, laughter and
harmony at home. Apart from this you
can expect lot of growth in the better-
ment of your emotional relations. You
might plan to take interest in specula-
tive activities. You would be keen in
studying something related to person-
ality development.

The beginning of
the week is going

to come up to your ex-
pectations in terms of
getting auspicious re-

sults in areas like general happiness,
partnership, love life, domestic atmo-
sphere etc. and your spirits and enthu-
siasm shall be at its best whereas in the
latter half of the week i.e. from 28th to
30th you shall lose your happiness,
health and enthusiasm substantially. The
last day of the week indicates restora-
tion of your drained energies.
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Microsoft quietly rolls out Windows Server
2022 ahead of Windows 11

SAN FRANCISCO: Before the
official launch of Windows 11
this year, Microsoft has quietly
rolled out the next long-term
version of Windows Server,
known as Windows Server
2022, for mainstream users.

Windows Server 2022
comes in Standard, Datacenter
and Datacenter: Azure Edition
variants.

Its mainstream end date is
October 13, 2026, and its ex-
tended end date is October
14, 2031, the company an-
nounced.

The LTSC (Long Term Servicing
Channel) edition has support for
five years as standard, and a de-
cade of extended support.

Microsoft plans to release
new versions of Windows
Server every two to three
years.

Windows Server 2022 is

touted as version 21H2 like
Windows 10.

New features in Windows

Server 2022 included nested
virtualization on AMD proces-
sors, DNS-over-HTTPS, and
strong encryption for SMB.

The tech giant has started

testing its new Office UI, which
is designed to complement
Windows 11, with rounded cor-

ners and subtle changes.
The main changes are a

rounded look to the Office rib-
bon bar, with subtle tweaks to
some of the buttons through-
out Word, Excel, PowerPoint,
and Outlook.

Windows 11 will provide a
"calm and creative space
where you can pursue your
passions through a fresh expe-
rience".

"From a rejuvenated Start
menu to new ways to connect
to your favorite people, news,
games, and content - Windows
11 is the place to think, ex-
press, and create in a natural
way," according to Microsoft.
IANS

GM to recall another 73,000
Chevy Bolt EVs over fire risks

SEOUL: American
automaker General Motors
said it will expand the recall of
Chevy Bolt electric vehicles
equipped with South Korean
supplier LG's batteries over fire
risks, which is expected to ad-
ditionally cost about $1
billion.

The latest recall
covers 73,000
Bolt EVs and EUVs
from model years
2019 through
2022 sold in the
United States and
Canada to replace the
defective battery modules.

It is on top of about 69,000
Bolt EVs from 2017-2019
model years included in the
previous recall in July over the
same issue, which cost about
$800 million.

"In rare circumstances, the

batteries supplied to GM for
these vehicles may have two
manufacturing defects -- a torn
anode tab and folded separa-
tor -- present in the same bat-
tery cell, which increases the
risk of fire," GM said in a state-

ment.
The recalls are a

blow to GM's plan
to go all-electric
by 2035 and to LG
Energy Solution,
which is prepar-

ing to go public on
the Seoul bourse

later this year.
GM said it will pursue reim-

bursement from LG after fur-
ther investigation, saying it has
discovered manufacturing de-
fects in certain battery cells
beyond the Ochang plant in
South Korea, reports Yonhap
news agency. IANS

Pharma companies lead
topline growth in Q1FY22

MUMBAI: Corporate earn-
ings for April-June were ro-
bust despite the second
wave of Covid-19 and a re-
port by ICICI Direct Research
showed that the topline
growth during the quarter
was led by pharmaceutical
companies.

The report noted that the
topline growth was also sup-
ported by the resilient IT sec-
tor on the back of increasing
digital spends, and the resur-
gent metals space which wit-
nessed firm product realiza-
tions.

"In Q1FY22, topline growth
on a QoQ basis was led by
the pharma space, primarily
the domestic branded for-
mulations segment," said the
recent report.

The laggard this time was

the automobile space amid
34 per cent QoQ decline in
auto sales volume due to lim-
ited dealership activity and
capital goods domain due to
seasonality with Q4 being a
seasonally heavy quarter.

In the quarter, in the IT
space, Tier-I companies grew
5.2 per cent QoQ while Tier-II
companies grew 8.2 per cent
QoQ.

In addition, one of the key
themes observed in Q1 re-
sults was much higher visibil-
ity of revenues based on
strong deal wins and hiring
trends.

The acceleration in order
book and deal pipeline con-
tinues to be strong amid in-
crease in spending by enter-
prises on cloud migration and
digital technologies.  IANS

Bezos installs
ice-cream making
'truck' at his home

SAN FRANCISCO: Billionaire
Jeff Bezos has bought an ice
cream-making machine in his
sprawling Beverly Hills home in
the US.

Los Angeles-based CVT Soft
Serve shared a post on
Instagram about this.

"I just did an ice cream de-
livery to a guy that now has
CVT on tap in his house 24/7.
Thank you Jeff Bezos for being
our first residential #CVTeeny
client," the ice-cream making
company posted.

The 'CVTeeny' is an ice cream
machine that looks like a truck
and offers three flavors e
chocolate, vanilla and twist.

It's not clear how much the
machine cost the former Ama-
zon CEO and a man with a net
worth of around $185 billion.

Bezos, 57, is the first cus-
tomer to have one such ice-
cream making in his home, ac-
cording to CVT's Instagram.
CVT Ice Cream was founded in
2014.  IANS

China adopts new
law to protect
personal information

BEIJING: China's top legisla-
ture has voted to adopt a new
law on personal information
protection that will take effect
on November 1, as Chinese
tech firms have come under
renewed scrutiny in the coun-
try.

Lawmakers approved the
law at the closing meeting of a
regular legislative session of
the Standing Committee of the
National People's Congress
(NPC) last week.

The development of big
data brings convenience to life
but also breeds chaos: some
platforms over-collect per-
sonal information; some busi-
nesses install image acquisi-
tion equipment without autho-
rization and secretly record
customers' faces and other
biological characteristics.

China has always attached
great importance to personal
information security.  IANS

Six Indian students win scholarships worth
INR 36 million to study at Deakin University

NEW DELHI: Six Indian students are proud winners of Deakin
University's Vice-Chancellor's Meritorious Scholarship 2021.

The scholarships, valued at INR 36 million, were awarded for
studies at one of the University's campuses in Australia for the full
duration of studies in a study area of their choice. Deakin extends
its congratulations to this year's recipients: Augusta Mariaraj,
Bhavini Bhargava, Hritish Kakati, Moulishri Shukla, Rubaiyat Singh
Takhar and Tanmay Arora. ANI/PRNewswire



Health Line

One can be said to be perfectly healthy in body and mind only if no part of the body or mind makes itself felt. A part
makes itself felt only when there is something wrong with it. You know that you have a head only when it aches.

Sri Atmananda  (1883 - 1959)
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Next therapy for Covid maybe be
at your local pharmacy

NEW YORK: Several drugs
that are already in use for other
purposes, including one di-
etary supplement, have shown
to block or reduce infection by
SARS-CoV2, the virus causing
Covid-19, in cells, researchers
have found.

The study, published in the
Proceedings of the National
Academy of Science, uses arti-
ficial intelligence-powered im-
age analysis of human cell lines
during infection with the novel
coronavirus.

The cells were treated with
more than 1,400 individual US
Food and Drug Administration-
approved drugs and com-
pounds, either before or after
viral infection, and screened,
resulting in 17 potential hits.

Ten of those hits were newly
recognized, with seven identi-
fied in previous drug
repurposing studies, including
remdesivir, which is one of the
few FDA-approved therapies
for Covid-19 in hospitalized pa-

tients.
"Traditionally, the drug de-

velopment process takes a de-
cade -- and we just don't have
a decade," said Jonathan Sex-
ton, Assistant Professor of In-
ternal Medicine at the Univer-

sity of Michigan Medical
School.

"The therapies we discov-
ered are well positioned for
phase 2 clinical trials because
their safety has already been
established," he added.

The team validated the 17

candidate compounds in sev-
eral types of cells, including
stem cell derived human lung
cells in an effort to mimic SARS-
CoV2 infection of the respira-
tory tract.

Nine showed antiviral activ-

ity at reasonable doses, includ-
ing lactoferrin, a protein found
in human breast milk that is
also available over the counter
as a dietary supplement de-
rived from cow's milk.

"We found lactoferrin had
remarkable efficacy for pre-

venting infection, working bet-
ter than anything else we ob-
served," Sexton said.

He added that early data
suggest this efficacy extends
even to newer variants of SARS-
CoV2, including the highly
transmissible Delta variant.

The team aims to soon
launch clinical trials of the com-
pound to examine its ability to
reduce viral loads and inflam-
mation in patients with SARS-
CoV2 infection.

The study also identified a
class of compounds called
MEK-inhibitors, typically pre-
scribed to treat cancer, that
appear to worsen SARS-CoV2
infection.

The finding sheds light on
how the virus spreads among
cells. "People going in for che-
motherapy are at risk already
due to a lowered immune re-
sponse. We need to investigate
whether some of these drugs
worsen disease progression,"
said Sexton. IANS

Global Covid-19
caseload tops
209.9 MN

WASHINGTON: The global
coronavirus caseload has
topped 209.9 million, while
the deaths have surged to
more than 4.40 million and vac-
cinations soared to over 4.82
billion, according to the Johns
Hopkins University.

In its latest update on Au-
gust 20 morning, the
University's Center for Systems
Science and Engineering
(CSSE) revealed that the cur-
rent global caseload, death toll
and vaccination tally stood at
209,915,414, 4,401,878 and
4,824,177,807, respectively.

The US continues to be the
worst hit country with the
world's highest number of
cases and deaths at 37,291,739
and 625,153, respectively, ac-
cording to the CSSE.

In terms of infections, India
follows in the second place
with 32,322,258 cases. IANS

Johnson & Johnson seeks regulator nod for vax
trials in 12-17 age group in India

NEW DELHI: The American-
based pharma major Johnson
& Johnson (J&J) has applied to
the Central Drugs Standard
Control Organization (CDSCO)
for permission to conduct a
vaccine trial of the Covid-19
single shot Janssen vaccine in
India on children of 12-17 age
group.

The American pharma J&J
said in a statement that it had
submitted its application and
it is "imperative" to ensure all
sections of the population, in-

route by the Drug Controller
General of India.

In the statement, Johnson
& Johnson India also said this
was an important step for-
ward in accelerating the
availability of its Covid-19
vaccine to help end the pan-
demic.

Earlier, the Union Health
Minister Mansukh Mandaviya
had tweeted about the Emer-
gency Use Authorization be-
ing given to Johnson &
Johnson. IANS

cluding children, are vacci-
nated against the coronavirus
as quickly as possible to stop
the virus.

The single-shot vaccine of

J&J is the second Covid-19 vac-
cine, which has already been
approved for the Emergency
Use Authorization (EUA)
through the fast-track approval

Physical activity
associated with
better cognition

WASHINGTON: A new study
from Washington University
School of Medicine in St. Louis
has found a strong association
between high levels of physi-
cal activity and the ability to
maintain cognitive function
among breast cancer patients
treated with chemotherapy.

The study published in the
Journal of Clinical Oncology
lays the groundwork for future
clinical trials aimed at investi-
gating whether moderate to
vigorous exercise can ward off
what is commonly referred to
as "chemo brain," a decline in
cognitive function many
breast cancer patients experi-
ence. Collaborators of the
study include researchers at
the University of Rochester
Medical Center in Rochester,
N.Y., and the National Cancer
Institute of the National Insti-
tutes of Health (NIH).

"Cognitive decline related
to cancer treatment is a grow-
ing clinical concern," said first
author Elizabeth A. Salerno,
Ph.D. ANI
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Australia has recently

said it will over a year

offer 3,000 places in its

humanitarian visa

program specifically

for those now fleeing

Afghanistan

Afghan nationals gather outside Aussie
embassy in New Delhi seeking visas

Afghan nationals stand outside the Australian Embassy seeking immigration visas following the recent

takeover of Afghanistan by the Taliban, in New Delhi

NEW DELHI: Afghan nation-
als gathered in numbers out-
side the Australian Embassy
here in the national capital
seeking immigration visas fol-
lowing the recent takeover of
Afghanistan by the Taliban.

Australia has recently said it
will over a year offer 3,000
places in its humanitarian visa
program specifically for those
now fleeing Afghanistan. The
country's Prime Minister Scott
Morrison however clarified in a
recent press conference that "I
note that some are talking
about figures of 20,000 but can
I tell you there are no clear
plans about that. Australia is
not going into that territory".
"We heard that Australian Em-
bassy is giving 3000 visas to
Afghan nationals. When we
came here, they gave us a
form, which says we have to
first send an email to UNHCR
(United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Refugees), which will
refer us to the embassy for vi-
sas. But UNHCR office doesn't
respond," an Afghan national
who had turned up at the em-
bassy said.

Rabi Jalalzai, an Afghan na-

tional staying in India for two
years said: "After Taliban cap-
tured our country, we can't go
back there. People are trying
to come to India as refugees
but we are facing so many
problems here. The UNHCR of-

fice is not helping us with any-
thing. My family has applied for
a visa and it has already been
two years, but we don't even
get a call for the interview."

Jalalzai added that it was

impossible to fulfill the condi-
tions for getting an Australian
visa as it required a recommen-
dation from UNHCR. "They are
not calling us for the interview,
then how will they recom-
mend us. We are here for help

but they even told us not to
stand outside here and called
the police," he stated.

Syed Abdullah, another Af-
ghan national who has been
staying in India for the past

eight years said that he has not
yet received any help from
UNHCR in these eight years.

"We have security issues. I
received a death threat from
the Taliban as I worked with an
NGO that was aided by Euro-

pean Union (EU) and United
States (US). So I came here to
get the visa as promised to
refugees but we are not get-
ting any clear answer," stated
Abdullah. ANI

Japan grants official refugee status to
Myanmar national footballer

TOKYO: Immigration Service
Agency of Japan on 20th Au-
gust gave a certificate of refu-
gee status to Myanmar na-
tional football goalkeeper
Pyae Lyan Aung, stating that he
could face persecution if he re-
turns to his country.

The development came a
few months after Aung pro-
tested against the military
coup in his country and then
refused to return home. Aung
has been given the status of a
long-term resident by the au-
thorities that would allow him
to stay in Japan for the next five
years, Kyodo News reported. "I
am grateful to Japanese
people, the Japanese govern-

ment, and everyone who has
supported me so far. I am re-
lieved," he told media persons
after receiving the status.

Earlier, during a World Cup
qualifying match between
Myanmar and Japan in the city

of Chiba near Tokyo on May 28,
Pyae Lyan Aung raised a three-
finger salute in protest against
the military coup in Myanmar, an
action he said may have grave
consequences to his life if he re-
turns home, reported Sputnik.

The goalkeeper requested
to stay in Japan at Kansai air-
port on June 16, when his team
was scheduled to depart.

In July, the Japanese gov-
ernment approved Pyae Lyan
Aung's six-month visa.

On February 1, the
Myanmar military overthrew
the civilian government in
Myanmar and declared a year-
long state of emergency,
which was later extended un-
til August 2023. ANI

The development came a few months after
Aung protested against the military coup in his

country and then refused to return home

UNHCR warns of
humanitarian
needs in Afghan

GENEVA: UNHCR, the UN
refugee agency, has expressed
concern about the prevailing
humanitarian needs within Af-
ghanistan and urged for con-
tinuous support to ensure nec-
essary assistance in the country.

The Taliban entered the
capital city on 15 August and
declared victory over the
Ashraf Ghani government. Cha-
otic scenes have since ensued
in the city, where people can
be seen rushing to the airport
to flee the nation. In a state-
ment issued reently, the UN
agency said the situation on
the ground across the country
remains extremely fluid.

"Bolstered support for the
humanitarian response inside
Afghanistan itself is urgently
needed to deliver assistance
to the Afghan people, includ-
ing some half a million dis-
placed this year alone. The vast
majority of Afghans are not
able to leave the country
through regular channels. The
footage taken a few days ago
of crowds at the airport has
shocked the world, speaking
powerfully to the sense of fear
and uncertainty among many
Afghans," the UN refugee
agency said.

UNHCR has welcomed the
efforts of several countries to
protect at-risk Afghan nationals
through bilateral evacuation
programs. However, it added
that these bilateral evacuation
programs should not over-
shadow or substitute for an ur-
gent, and wider international
humanitarian response. ANI
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Chicago's iconic India Day Parade
glitters 'Little India' on Devon Ave

RAJESH PATEL & JAYESH PATEL

CHICAGO: The Federation of
Indian Associations, (FIA) Chi-
cago organized a stunning pa-
rade on Devon Avenue to mark
India's 75th Independence Day.
MsSmita Shah was the Grand
Marshalof the Parade.

Chicago's famous Devon Ave
known as 'Little India' wore a
festive look with India's na-
tional colors - Orange, White,
and Green - fluttering all along.
It was tastefully decorated
with ceremonial paraphernalia
especially imported from India.

Political entities also joined
the parade march. Significant
them included: US Congressman
Danny Davis, Congresswomen
Jan Schakowsky, Illinois Senator
Ram Vallivalam, Mayor Jassal
Patel, Mayor of Moline Sangeetha
Rayapati, Maine County Trustee
Asif Malik, and Illinois State Rep
Ms Denyse Wang Stoneback.

Also present were: Judge
Rena Vantine, Judge Sanjay Tai-
lor, Indo American Democratic
Organization President Susan
Patel, and Ms Valerie from High
Ridge's HRCC, Commissioner
Water Reclamation District
Commissioner Josina Morita
along with Commissioner
Mariyana Spyropoulos also
marched in the parade.

Spectators on both the sides

of the street cheered a long se-
ries of floats as they marched
past the Devon Avenue. Ismaili
Community's famous pipe-
band was the vanguard of the
parade. The floats represented
different states and regions of
India. Maharastra Mandal's
troupe with its bombastic
lazium attracted maximum ap-
plause all along the route. Ma-
jestic float of the Metropolitan
Asian Family Services went past
the stand roaring "Bharat Mata
Ki Jai." Other organizations
whose floats marched past the
Grand Stand included: VHP, and
Sardar Patel Foundation.

US ranking Congressman
Danny Davis participated in
India's Iconic Chicago Parade. Ad-
dressing the Community from
the Grand Stand,  Danny Davis
said: "I wish India and Indian Com-
munity a very happy India Inde-
pendence Day and congratulate
the organizers for this exception-
ally beautiful parade."

 Reciprocating  Danny Davis
for his greetings and compli-
ments, President Rajesh Patel
observed that the Indian Com-
munity is grateful to Congress-
man for attending the Parade
and his continued support to all
NRIs. For detailed story visit

www.indiapost.com

MARSHALS OF CHICAGO's INDIA INDEPENDENCE DAY PARADE 2021: Seen

Grand Marshal Ms Smita Shah, Chief Guest and Glamour Queen Ms Khushi

Patel, FIA President Rajesh and other FIA trustees

Chicago Parade with Congressman Danny Davis among others

Chicago Parade with Danny Davis  ( holding stick) and

others Seen in the photo are (from the left) Chirayu

Parekh, Sher Rajput, Amar Upadhaya, FIA President

Rajesh Patel, Jatinder Singh, Congressman Danny

Davis, Babu  Patel, Sunny Gabawala, Satheesan Nair,

Kishore Mehta

FIA Trustees, and Executive Board along with the Guests of Honor and

Chicago Indian Community leaders at Also seen in the middle is the

Glamour Queen Ms Khushi Patel

MAFS float marches past the Grand Stand at Chicago parade

PARADE’s Band It belongs to Chicago’s Ismaili Community.

Celebrating India's
75th I-Day in
Dallas, TX

JAYATI OZA

DALLAS: Close to 1000
member and guests from
across Dallas gathered at
South Fork Range gathered at
an India day celebration  in col-
laboration with Gujarati Senior
Society, Plano, Fun Asia and
BIGFAN APP, International
Medical Help Society (IMHS)
and Nanban and Discount
Power Company and Tanmay
Jewelers.

On this occasion of Indepen-
dence celebrations a Mela was
grandly organized by social or-
ganizations. The Bollywood ac-
tor OmiVaidya (3-IDIOTS fame)
cut jokes in his humor manner.
Another Bollywood singer Rex
D'Souza and sculptor Paul sang
national anthems and film
songs. The train ride, bounce
house, face painting, balloon
and magic show for the chil-
dren were very beautifully or-
ganized.

Sec. of State Weber
breaks down key
facts about recall
JENNY MANRIQUE
Ethnic Media Services

California will hold a recall
election against Governor

Gavin Newsom on September
14, and if a majority votes to
remove him from power, a new
governor will be elected that
same day from a certified list of
46 candidates.

24 Republicans, nine Demo-
crats, two members of the
Green Party, one libertarian
and 10 without party prefer-
ence, compete to replace
Newsom.
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TiE SoCal Angels raised $3 Million in twenty
minutes for its next fund

L-R: President-elect 2022-2023 Ashish Saboo; Board Member Venkat Tadanki, President TiE SoCal

2020 - 2021 & Board Member Anshuman Sinha, Board Member Vijay Kotrappa, Chair and Board

Member Shankar Ram, Board Member Navneet Chugh & Board Member Ramesh Patel

Anshuman Sinha, President of TiE SoCal addressing the attendees

Dhaval Kapadia, Vice-Chair of TiE SoCal Angels

speaking at the event

Women of TiE SoCal

TiE SoCal charter Members and
Fund Members of TiE SoCal Angels
gathered to celebrate the

group's accomplishments during the
past year and cheer on the executive
team to continue the great work into
the future. Over 130 attendees at the
event celebrated the success of the
first fund, which closed its 12th and fi-
nal investment the previous week.

Raised during the pandemic, and
committed during the lockdown, the
fund has been a triumph for the group
and the collective hard work that had
gone into managing this fund remotely
for the past 14 months.

The in-person event was also a sign
of brighter days ahead with the launch
of the second fund. With the new fund,
TiE SoCal Angels is looking to triple the
size of the fundraise, and likely double
the investments the group will make
over the next year. With a more refined
process, a larger board, and a more en-
gaged team, the group is looking to in-
crease the number of startups they can
review, screen, and can commit to help-
ing. In addition to making the financial
investment, the group also mentors its
startup founders and often takes advi-
sory or board seats in the companies
they invest in. The idea behind this level
of involvement is to help founders with
the knowledge and experience the
group brings in the realm of entrepre-
neurship, scaling businesses, and pro-
viding industry-specific know-how
from their Charter Membership.

The event started with an introduction
by the President of TiE SoCal, Mr.
Anshuman Sinha. He took the attendees
through the explosive growth the group
has experienced over the past 12 months.

During the pandemic, in the absence
of live event, the growth was fueled by
the funds and the investment activity
that the group has been engaged in.
Mr. Sinha also highlighted all the out-
door activities the group has started,
including golf and hiking. The total
number of Charter Members are 125

and the regular membership stands at
418. Anshuman Sinha said that collec-
tively the Charter Member run compa-
nies generate over 3.5 billion dollars
and collectively they employ 20,000+
resources worldwide Mr. Sinha also dis-
cussed the launch of satellite chapters
starting with Riverside. This has greatly

added to the membership as well as al-
lowing the group to grow its outreach
into these regions. The next satellite
chapter is going to be in Santa Monica,
the preparations are already underway
for the grand launch of the Santa
Monica satellite chapter. A new initia-
tive  "TiE SoCal Gen Z" was launched

whose purpose is to en-
gage with the younger
generation and provide
them with Mentoring,
Idea Brainstorming, Sum-
mer Training, Paid intern-
ship, Seed Capital and
Funding. The organiza-
tion will also provide
help with marketing and
social media to Gen Z led
startups. The goal of TiE
SoCal Gen Z is to support
and encourage entre-
preneurship in the chil-
dren of their Charter

Members. There were many "Gen-Z"
children in attendance, including high
school and college students who were
already successful entrepreneurs oper-
ating profitable businesses while com-
pleting their education at some of the
most prestigious schools in Southern
California. The group fully expects that

future unicorns will soon be discovered
within this group. The future of business
is setting up to be extremely bright
with these children preparing to take
the helm.

Anshuman Sinha also said that TiE SoCal
is a fun group of entrepreneurs and busi-
ness owners. The spouse and significant
other are welcome to the organization
and they participate in many events.

Next, Mr. Navneet Chugh then intro-
duced the Chairman of TiE SoCal Angels,
Mr. Shankar Ram. Both men have been
part of the TiE SoCal for 24 years and re-
called the early days when finding pay-
ing members was challenging. They
also recognized the past presidents and
the rich history the group has had dur-
ing this time. Mr. Chugh also thanked
Anshuman Sinha, current President of
TiE SoCal, for his relentless effort in
growing the organization.

Anshuman Sinha then invited TiEcon
Southwest 2021 chair, Nitin Bajaj to tell
the audience about the upcoming
TiEcon

Nitin Bajaj, said that the TiEcon is on
Sunday, December 5, 2021 at Sheraton,
Cerritos. The theme of the event is Aspire.
Augment. Achieve. And this is an oppor-
tunity to Learn, Network and Partner.

Mr. Chugh also presented Mr. Ram
with an appreciation award marking his
work with the Angels group and his
consistent commitment throughout his
tenure with the group.

From there, Mr. Ram took over the pro-
ceedings and took the group through all
the activities TiE SoCal Angels had been in-
volved with over the past year. He started
by introducing the five board members
for the 2020 fund.

Cont’d on page 28
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Protests in SoCal against Hindu
temple vandalization in Pakistan

India Post News Service

Concerned Hindus of South-
ern California picketed at
couple of places in Southern

California to protest a temple's
vandalization in Pakistan. They
picketed outside the Consu-
late General of Pakistan, 10700
Santa Monica Blvd, Los Ange-
les, CA 90025 on August 13,
2021 (Friday) morning. They

also picketed at the Indian
market in Cerritos, California
(aka Little India of Los Angeles)
on August 14, 2021 (Saturday)
evening.

They protested the vandal-
ization of Hindu temples, in-
timidation to Hindus and
forced conversion of Hindus,
Sikhs, Christians, and other mi-
norities. The protest was
sparked by the vandalization of
VERY SACRED Siddhi Vinayak
temple by a mob in the Bhong
city in the district of Rahim Yar
Khan on August 4, 2021. Paki-
stani authorities did nothing to
stop the mob while they de-
stroyed everything in the
temple. Just last year they de-
stroyed and burned down a
different temple in Pakistan.
They have destroyed over 90%
of Hindu temples. The recent
incident's videos have gone vi-
ral on social media.

Incidents of vandalization of
Hindu temples, forced conver-
sion, abduction of girls, and
their killings keep happening

in in Pakistan
a n d
B a n g l a d e s h .
The protesters
held placards
and banners
with the mes-
sages to stop
terrorism, stop
cruelty against
m i n o r i t i e s ,
stop forced
c o n v e r s i o n s ,
stop human

rights violations in the name of
blasphemy, stop Hindu ethnic
cleansing, Pak become secular
from Islamic, Pakistan broke
90% Hindu temples, and save
and restore Hindu temples.

The signs also expressed
opposition to
breaking of Hindu
deities' idols and
violence against
Hindus in
Bangladesh.

The shoppers
at the Little India
had curious, sup-
portive and at
times tense con-
versations with

the protesters.
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AAPI's blood donation drive
honoring Fallen Covid Warriors

India Post News Service

CHICAGO: "I am grateful to
the dozens of local AAPI Chap-
ters that organized Blood Do-
nation Drives and Stem Cell
Registration across the nation,
in honor of the Fallen Heroes of
Covid-19, The AAPI  initiative on
National AAPI Blood Donation
Drives in 75 cities aptly coin-
cides with India celebrating its
75th anniversary of indepen-
dence," said Dr. Anupama
Gotimukula, President of
American Association of Physi-
cians of Indian Origin (AAPI).

"On the occasion of the 75th
Independence Day of India, we
the physicians of Indian origin,
serving every 7th patient in the
United States, are excited to
launch this unique  initiative
and Stem Cell Drive"  in 75 cit-
ies across the United States,"
Dr. Gotimukula added.

The launch event of the
Blood Drive was organized in
Chicago on August 7th under
the leadership of Dr.
MeherMedavaram, Chair of
AAPI's Blood Donation Initia-

tive. "Several cities that have
organized the Blood Donation
Drive, include Dayton (OH);

Oakbrook village (IL);
Ridgeland, Mississippi;  Dallas
(Tx), and Columbus (SC). Doz-

ens of other cities have
planned to organize similar
events across the nation in
next few months," she said.

Nearly 21 million blood
components are transfused in
the U.S. every year. While not
everyone is able to donate
blood, Dr. Gotimukula pointed
out that only 37 percent of the
country's population is able to
donate blood. On why she and
the AAPI leadership chose this
as a priority, Dr. Gotiumuka
said, "The 3rd Covid Wave is
causing increased ICU admis-
sions again. There is a dire
need for blood. Your friends or
family may need blood some-
day. And this noble cause helps
save many lives."

For more details to organize
Blood Donation Drive in your
city/town/region, contact:
Vijaya Kodali, AAPI Office Man-
ager at: vkodali@aapiusa.org.
For more details on AAPI,
please visit: www.aapiusa,org

AAPI Blood donation drive

AAPI Leadership
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Indian Consul General visits Detroit for community interaction

India Post News Service

DETROIT:  IndianConsul Gen-
eral Amit Kumar visited Detroit
on 19-20 August 2021 and met
manyinterlocutors.

He had interactions with
members of the Indian-Ameri-
can community at events orga-
nized by the Indo-American
Chamber of Commerce and the
India league of America. He
talked  on the India-US partner-
ship, activities of the Consulate,
diaspora engagement, etc. and
addressed their queries on
various issues. CG also met rep-
resentatives of Miindia

Indian CG  also met Peter
Bhatia, Deputy Editor of Detroit
Free Press, interacted with the
members of American Society
of Engineers of Indian origin,
met Ms. Katherine Kasdorf, As-
sociate Curator at the Detroit
Institute of Art responsible for
the impressive Indian Art col-
lection, and met  Ravi Pendse,
Vice President at the Univer-
sity of Michigan to discuss
higher education cooperation.

On the economic and commer-
cial side, CG Kumar had fruitful dis-
cussions with the Mayor of De-
troit, Mike Duggan, Ms Lindsay
Kirchinger, Chief of Protocol of
Michigan Economic Development
Corporation and met Chief Oper-
ating Officer  Pawan Mazumdar at
the Automation Alley.

Mayor Duggan appreciated

the contribution of the vibrant
Indian community in Detroit
and offered support to initia-
tives to enhance engagement
with Indian companies and
businesses. Discussions with
MEDC covered expansion of
trade and investment links

with focus on sectors such as
advanced manufacturing, elec-
tric vehicles, defence and aero-
space industry, etc.

Automation Alley is a World
Economic Forum Advanced
Manufacturing Hub and non-
profit Industry 4.0 knowledge

centre in Michigan. Discussions
covered exploring greater in-
stitutional cooperation on In-
dustry 4.0 & emerging tech-
nologies for small and medium
sized enterprises and leverag-
ing them for advancing devel-
opment, prosperity & equity.

Automation Alley has taken
many delegations to India in
the past including one virtual
one in April 2021 and plans are
afoot to take another delega-
tion to India next year.

Indian Consul General visits Michigan,

meets Indian Diaspora

For detailed story visit
www.indiapost.com
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Celebrating India's 75th Independence Day in Dallas, TX
JAYATI OZA

All GSSP Executives with Bollywood star (Omi Vaidya of

3-Idiots Fame), Bollywood singer Rex Dsouza  and

singer Shilpi Paul

GSSP President Subhash Shah singing Indian Anthem &

American Anthem with Executive members
GSSP members singing Azadi Songs with Indian National Flag

DALLAS: Close to 1000 member and
guests from across Dallas gathered at
South Fork Range gathered at an India
day celebration  in collaboration with
Gujarati Senior Society, Plano, Fun Asia
and BIGFAN APP, International Medical
Help Society (IMHS) and Nanban and
Discount Power Company and Tanmay
Jewelers.

On this occasion of Independence
celebrations a Mela was grandly orga-
nized by social organizations. The
Bollywood actor OmiVaidya (3-IDIOTS
fame) cut jokes in his humor manner.

Another Bollywood singer Rex D'Souza
and sculptor Paul sang national an-
thems and film songs. The train ride,
bounce house, face painting, balloon
and magic show for the children were
very beautifully organized.

The President of GSSP Shri
Subhashbhai Shah sent his best wishes
on the occasion of 75th birth anniver-
sary. On this occasion, Sardar Shri Ranjit
of Punjab gave information about the
part he took in the Republican move-
ment.

The sponsors of the event were Chef

Biryani, Art of Living, VYO (Vaishnava
Youth Organization), Fun Movie Grill,
Vishnujiki Cooking, Discount Power,
Thakkar Developers, Fun Pizza, Cargo
Solutions, Wonder Land Motescary
Academy. Neelam Dave of Fun Asia,
Navneeta, Vaishali Thakkar, CEO of Fun
Asia, family members of Fun Asia were
present to make the event a success. DJ
Mr. Moody thanked everyone

Saumalbhai, CEO of Perfect Group,
presented the history of Perfect
Group's record-breaking progress and
sincerely thanked the community

members for their overwhelming sup-
port for Perfect Group's

Vaishali Thackeray, CEO of Fun Asia,
informed that Fun Asia  reaches 230 mil-
lion people worldwide. It connects the
world's NRIs with India. She also hinted
that she plans to expand Fun Asia
through an IPO in the near future.

Purvesh Bhai, CEO of Thakkar Devel-
opers, said that India is not only a geo-
graphical country but also a source of
spiritual power. Therefore, protection of
India's independence is very important.

Federation of Indian Associations hosts glittering India Day Gala
SURESH BODIWALA

CHICAGO:The Federation of Indian
Associations Established in 1980 hosted
the 75th India's Independence Day
Gala Banquet made memorable with
traditional, patriotic and contemporary
dance presentations  at Fairfield Inn &
Suite by Marriott at Schaumburg, a
north side suburb of Chicago  on Friday
August 13 2021.

A lamp lighting ceremony followed
by Indian and American anthem was led
by FIA Chicago's Chair Trustee Babu
Patel President Rajesh Patel with Con-
sul General Amit Kumar, Ms. Khushi
Patel - Miss India USA Miss Popular 2021

& Miss India Florida for 2020-21, Harold
D'Souza - Founder of Eye Open Interna-
tional (Non-profit organization). Major
Satish Sharma, Major Dr. Rakesh
Ashtana, Major Jasbir Singh Sehgal, Ban-
quet Chair Iftekhar Shareef and also
presented to all FIA Chicago trustees &
Executive Committee.

Speakers at the gala made inspiring
speeches. Chief guest CG Amit Kumar,
.Congressman  Raja Krishnamoorthi,
Mayor of Lincolnwood Jesal Patel, to
kick-off 75th India's Independence cel-
ebrations.

Master Ceremony Jayesh Patel & em-

cee Prachi Jaitley welcomed dignitar-
ies, Individuals and Business community
present, and saluted leading freedom
fighters who lost their lives to bring
India's freedom glory back.

FIA Chicago President Rajesh Patel
started on a high note with the impor-
tance of Indian Independence and
thanked all guests, and shared commu-
nity leaders contribution in tough times
like pandemic & natural calamities.

CG Amit Kumar noted the high points
of India's successful journey prior and
since  independence, and the rapid
growth there after He welcomed the

direction of healthy Indo-US relation-
ship.  He recognized and presented
awards to several community, business
leaders and young talent too…

Detailing it was made out:Sewa In-
ternational  helped more than $20 Mil-
lions for Covid in India; Amitabh Mittal:
contributed to the Indian community
under the umbrella of VHPA since 1987
& Hindu students Council and associ-
ated with all Hindu Organizations in USA
for the past three decades.

Lamp lighting Babu Patel, President Rajesh Patel with CG Amit

Kumar, Ms. Khushi Patel - Miss India USA Miss Popular, Harold

D'Souza - Major Satish Sharma, Major Dr. Rakesh Ashtana,

Major Jasbir Singh Sehgal, Banquet Chair Iftekhar Shareef and

also presented to all FIA Chicago trustees & Executive

Committee

Excellency Community Award - Army Veterans (Major Jasbir Singh Sehagal, Major Satish Sharma

and Major Dr. Rakesh Asthana)

Audience at FIA Gala

For detailed story visit
www.indiapost.com
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Nottingham brewery relents after protest over Kali image on beer
MADHU PATEL

CHICAGO: Langley Mill
(Nottingham, England) based
Bang the Elephant (BTE) Brew-
ing Co. has apologized after a
protest over using goddess
Kali's image on its East India
Porter beer can.

 BTE Brewing Co., in an
email to Rajan Zed, President
of Universal Society of Hindu-
ism spearheading the
protestsaid, "...we would like
to offer our sincerest apolo-

gies for any offence this has
caused the International
Hindu Community...it abso-
lutely was not our intention
to cause offence...we are will-
ing to work with you to alter
future releases of this
beer...".

Rajansaidthat goddess Kali
is highly revered in Hinduism
and she is meant to be wor-
shipped in temples or home
shrines and not to be used for
selling beer.

Breweries should not be in
the business of religious ap-
propriation, sacrilege, and
ridiculing entire communi-
ties. It was deeply trivializing
of immensely venerated
Hindu goddess Kali to be por-
trayed on a beer label, Zed
had emphasized.

Hinduism is the oldest and
third largest religion of the

world with about 1.2 billion
adherents and a rich philo-
sophical thought and it
should not be taken frivo-
lously. Symbols of any faith,
larger or smaller, should not
be mishandled; Rajan Zed had

noted.
In Hinduism, goddess Kali,

who personifies Sakti or divine
energy, is considered the god-
dess of time and change.
Some Bengali poets de-
scribed her as supreme deity.

Description of Kali Yuga
East India Porter (5.9% ABV),
priced at £4.50, included: "A
wicked blend of malts give
this East India porter a unique
flavor profile". There was a
mention on the can: "...being

crushed under the powerful
influence of Kali."

 BTE Brewing Co., launched
in 2017, described itself as:
"Neo-Victorian steampunk in-
spired brewers of finely
crafted small batch beers."
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IAS India 75th Independence Day Celebrations - Parade at
California State Capitol & Celebrations

India Post News Service

Over five thousand people, who
used to come every year from
the Greater Sacramento area

and further away in the California-USA,
to witness the India Day celebrations

organized by the Indian Association of
Sacramento (IAS) for the past 15 years.
In the United States, Indian-American
organizations celebrate their
motherland's Independence annually at
numerous venues, with parades, and
other functions.

This year, all indoor events are obvi-
ously out of question due to Covid-19
pandemic, delta variant presence, and
social distancing measures in place.  On
Aug 15th, 2021 at 10AM, IAS unfurled
the Indian tricolor flag in the lawn area

in front of the California
State Capitol. On the
same day at 9AM, IAS
conducted a car parade
at State Capitol, Sacra-
mento with over 30
decorated cars to mark
the 75th year of Indian
Independence.

Paresh Sinha, Parade
Lead and Vandna
Sharma the IAS Vice

President planned and led the car pa-
rade. Over 30 cars were decorated with
Indian and US flags, Indian regional
leaders & distinguished personnel,
monuments, and cultural representa-
tive symbols. Dr. Bhavin Parikh, Venu
Mallesara, Shekher Tiwari, and Venkat

Nagam helped with the car parade
event coordination. The IAS board mem-
bers, local Folsom city council member
YK Chalamcherla, IAS supporting
organization's members, and several
community members joined
the car parade. The local Folsom
Cordova Unified School District
Board Member, Chris Clark said
that the Indian Independence
was marked largely by non-vio-
lent resistance and civil disobe-
dience, and Independence Day
is celebrated by the Indian
diaspora worldwide. Rancho
Cordova City Councilmember,
Siri Pulipati said Sacramento
would not be the place it is
without our thriving Indian-American
community.

Paresh and Vandana decorated their
cars with colorful Indian flags and led
the car parade. Other Indian-American
participants decorated their respective
cars with tricolor flags and rallied
around the State Capitol for about 15
mins. According to IAS President
Bhaskar Vempati, "It was the first time
ever in region history that India's larg-
est tricolor flag has been unfurled at the
iconic CA State Capital venue in all its
glory. On this very special day when our
mother country is celebrating her 75th
birthday, I wish everyone a very happy

Indian Independence Day".
"This year's Independence Day will

mark a new chapter in IAS's history, or-
ganizing India Day car parade, celebrat-
ing India's Independence Day at the
State Capitol building and an online
event for the second time in a row," or-
ganizers said. IAS Board of Trustee Dr
Bhavin Parikh said with the unfurling of
the tricolor at the California State Capi-
tol Building, history has been created
for the 2nd time in a row. A large num-
ber of people, dressed in traditional In-
dian clothes and wearing masks, joined
the celebration in front of the CA State
Capitol building. Waving the Indian and

American flags, the people shouted slo-
gans of 'Bharat Mata Ki Jai', 'Vande
Mataram' and 'Jai Hind'.  The Indian na-
tional anthem was sung by the crowd.
Sudheer Padinchara, Amar Pawar,

Rajesh Yakkali, Sathish Moola, and Venu
Acharya welcomed the attendees. The
crowd erupted in huge cheers and ap-
plause as the Indian tricolor flag was
raised in front of CA State Capital,
alongside the American flag, comment-
ing that it was indeed a proud and his-
toric moment created for all.

IAS vice president Vandana Sharma
said it was a historic moment for the In-
dian community that the tricolor was
unfurled in front of the CA State Capitol.
"It is indeed a proud moment for all of
us," she said. IAS Joint Secretary Gobi
Ramasamy said, "Over the last 75 years,
India emerged as a largest democratic

country and an
example of global
peace". The In-
dian Association
treasurer, Amitab
Shaikh said "it is
great to see the
attendees joining
the Capitol event
in their regional
traditional attire.
The United States

has a Vice President who is of Indian ori-
gin - which is special for this year". An-
other IAS ex-president Ajit Natu
thanked everyone who participated in
the car parade beating the COVID pan-
demic in Sacramento.

Later that day on 15th, at 5PM hun-
dreds of members of the Indian-Ameri-
can community-based in Greater Sacra-
mento & across the world participated
in the IAS Virtual India Day Celebrations
live-streamed on Facebook and
YouTube.

For detailed story visit
www.indiapost.com
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Verandah & FIA host India Day celebration & reception
HARISH RAO

CHICAGO: Verandah in League with
FIA hosted a Flag-hoisting ceremony
and luncheon in commemoration of the
75th Indian Independence Day, awash
with tri-colors at the Verandah housing
complex in Hanover Park, a Chicago
suburb  on Saturday August 14, 2021.

 Dr. Anuja Gupta, CEO of Verandah
and Sunil Shah, the founder President of
the Federation of Indian Associations
[FIA]along  with Congressman Raja
Krishnamoorthi and Bollywood actress
Neetu Chandra serving as the gracious
Guests of Honor in the presence of
Hanover Park Mayor Rodney Craig,

Schaumburg Mayor Tom Dailey, State
Senator Cristina Castro, Hanover Park
Trustee Syed Hussaini, Schaumburg

Trustee Brian Bieschke - each elected
official paid rich tributes to India's en-
during spirit of democracy and its glori-

ous march towards progress.
Following the flag hoisting and sing-

ing of the national anthem, U.S. Con-
gressman Raja Krishnamoorthi  praised
the hosts  the Verandah and FIA, ac-
knowledging the leadership of Dr.
Anuja Gupta and Sunil Shah for hosting
a splendid reception marking the 75th
birthday of India.

Dr. AnujaGupta,  in her  remarks high-

lighted the deeper sense of patriotism
among the seniors in the Verandah com-
munity and added that the seniors are

emotionally mindful
of the sacrifices
made by their prede-
cessors to achieve
the independence
from the yoke of co-
lonial rule.  She said it
is an incredible honor
to host the ceremony
to mark this glorious
day in the Indian.

The flag hoisting
ceremony concluded

with lunch that reflected the fine cui-
sine of India. Prominent among the
guests at the flag hoisting ceremony in-
cluded Dr. Kamal Patel, FIA President,
Rita Singh, Mukesh Shah, Gurmeet Singh
Dhalwan, AmarbirGhoman, Sanhita
Agnihotri & Nimish Jani, Hitesh Gandhi,
Afroz Hafeez, Neelam Dwivedi,  Altaf
Bukhari, Vasavi Chakka and Mir Ali
among others.

Flag-hoisting and the India Day celebrationsat Verandah premise, Hanover Park

Growing Racial & Ethnic Diversity
spotlights need for fair redistricting

VIDYA SETHURAMAN
India Post News Service

2020 Census data document grow-
ing racial and ethnic diversity in the
U.S., which in turn spotlights the impor-
tance of racial and ethnic equity in the
once-every-decade redistricting pro-
cess. Speakers discussed the latest
2020 Census data, the threats to a fair
redistricting process in some states,
and efforts to get Congress to protect
voting rights.

Mark Hugo Lopez, Director of His-
panic Research, Pew Research Center
highlighted the census data. He said
the U.S. population reached 331.4 mil-
lion. The Hispanic population grew 23%
from 2010-2020, reaching 62.1 million
and 19% of the U.S. population. The
number of Black, single-race non-His-
panic Americans reached 40 million, or
12%.

The Asian non-Hispanic population
reached 20 million, and made up 6% of
the national population. The American
Indian/Alaska Native non-Hispanic
population reached 2.3 million, or
about 0.7%. He added 33.8 million
Americans identify as being of more
than one race in 2020, up from about 9
million in 2010. About half of multira-
cial Americans are Hispanic. Most mul-
tiracial Americans say they are White
with another race.

"Many people of Hispanic origin say
that they don't see themselves in the
race question or even the Hispanic
question. As a researcher, that sug-
gests to me we need to think about
other ways to ask about people's iden-
tity, because people's identity can be
very, very rich and have a lot of nuances

to it." He also mentioned that data
shows that the white population in
many areas is already occupied by eth-
nic minorities, such as Alameda and
Santa Clara counties in Northern Cali-
fornia, where the largest ethnic groups
are Asians. He said that the population
growth of the Asian ethnic group is
mainly through immigration, with
more immigrants from China and India.

Yuriz Rudensky, legal counsel of the
Brennan Center at New York University
School of Law, said that the U.S. demo-
graphic structure has become more di-
verse. Considering the current ethnic
divisions facing the U.S., "diversity" is a
huge threat to many whites.

"Due to changes in the population
distribution, the boundaries of the dis-
tricts have to be adjusted to comply
with the principle of equitable repre-
sentation." He noted that unfortu-
nately in many states, redistribution is
a very political and partisan process.
"When a political party controls the
process, it can abuse and ignore the
public interest to fabricate political re-
sults."

Jesselyn McCurdy, Interim Executive
Vice President for Government Affairs,
The

Leadership Conference Education
Fund said  nothing is more fundamen-
tal than freedom and the right to vote,
but right now democracy is in danger.
"Unless we take immediate action, we
will fail to protect against racial profil-
ing at the polls and to ensure that ev-
ery vote and voice is counted." He
noted that Congress needs to pass the
updated John Lewis Voters' Rights Act
and the For the People Act.
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Historic Celebration 75th Independence Day at
Rhode Island State House in America

GEETHA PATIL

FIA Members & Guests singing National Anthem

NEW YORK: Federation of Indian As-
sociations' (FIA) Chapters of New York
City & New England and the Indo-
American Community with many other
partner organizations of New England
celebrated a two-day mega event to
commemorate the Diamond Jubilee
and the historic event of 75th Indepen-
dence Day of India on August 14 -15,
2021, at the State House of Rhode Is-
land.

Due to COVID restrictions, around
two hundred and fifty people attended
the program in person, but millions of
people watched the livestream of
event via zoom worldwide.

Cultural Performance at Rhode Island NY, Celebrations of India Day

The  glittering celebration was ob-
served for the first time in USA with one
of the popular Governors, Daniel
McKee, and at the glorious State House
of Rhode Island, the capitol of the state
of Rhode Island. This building that fea-
tures the fourth largest structural-stone
dome in the world, topped by a gilded
statue of "The Independent Man", rep-
resenting freedom and independence
became the part of 75thIndependence
Day Celebration by displaying Indian
tricolors on the entire building. Sec-
ondly, both governor and General Trea-
surer of Rhode Island became the part
of the celebrations and honored many
Indians for their various services with a
plaque and reading out the citation to
the audience by them.

In his brief speech  McKee presented
his thoughts on the importance of inde-
pendence and said that how the Rhode
Island became the land of hope for
American Independence. India shares
the values and celebrations here. India's
journey with democracy, truth, non-vio-
lence, and tolerance continued to in-
spire people and nations around the
world. He emphasized the need of busi-
ness connection with India.

 Prime Minister, Narendra Modi, De-
fense Minister Rajnath Singh, President
of BJP J. P. Nadda and Consulate General
of India, New York (USA), Randhir Kumar
Jaiswal conveyed messages to audi-
ences supporting Indian diaspora's role
in Indo-American relations.

For detailed story visit
www.indiapost.com

Wells Fargo Mentorship for 500 Women-Owned Businesses & Grants to Over 90 Nonprofits
India Post News Service

SAN FRANCISCO: Wells Fargo an-
nounced a support for entrepreneurs
including an initiative focused on
mentoring 500 women-owned busi-
nesses called Connect to More?, and a
second phase of funding from its Open
for Business Fund aimed at providing 93
nonprofits with access to experts that
can help grow their businesses.

 "Access to trusted expertise helps
small businesses move from surviving
to thriving," said Jenny Flores, head of
Small Business Growth Philanthropy at
Wells Fargo. "For many small businesses,
having access to mentorship and
trusted experts in areas like marketing,
business planning, technology and le-
gal can be a critical turning point for
getting back to growth."

'Connect to More' is one example of
how to support the success and
sustainability of women-owned busi-
nesses through access to expertise and
specialized resources. As part of the
program, Wells Fargo partnered with
the Nasdaq Entrepreneurial Center
where women entrepreneurs can gain
complimentary support through its sig-
nature Milestone Mapping Coaching
Circles. Born from the challenges of
COVID-19, participants get hands-on
help setting and reaching business
goals from a network of peer mentors
and industry experts.

'Connect to More' will offer Milestone
Mapping Coaching Circles throughout
the year and into 2022 with the goal of
helping 500 women-owned businesses.
Each Circle is open to all women-identi-

fying business owners in the U.S. and
provides a biweekly opportunity for
women entrepreneurs to work through
specific challenges, celebrate mile-
stones, attend workshops, and connect
with small business experts and men-
tors. Those interested in applying must
complete an application, and upon ac-
ceptance, will be placed in a Circle.

Open for Business Fund - Technical
assistance grants

The company is also distributing $55
million to 93 nonprofits from its Open
for Business Fund, a roughly $420 mil-
lion small business recovery effort.
These grants will make experts in  busi-
ness planning, accounting, financial
management, legal, marketing
andmore available to small business
owners for coaching and guidance.

According to the Association for Enter-
prise Opportunity (AEO), small businesses
with access to expertise have a lot to gain
including a "30% difference in average
annual revenue growth for a sample of
businesses that got support compared to
their peers that did not. In fact, with the
right mix of resources and support sys-
tems, employment from microbusinesses
in low-wealth communities alone could
grow by well-over 10 %."

The nonprofits selected to join the
Open for Business Fund range from uni-
versities to local chambers of com-
merce to economic development funds
with an emphasis on reaching small
business owners most disproportion-
ately impacted by the pandemic.

For detailed story visit
www.indiapost.com
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Sec. of State Weber breaks down
key facts about recall

Secretary of State Shirley Nash Weber explained the nuts and bolts of the Sept. 14 election that
will decide whether or not the Democratic governor ends his term

JENNY MANRIQUE
Ethnic Media Services

California will hold a recall election
against Governor Gavin Newsom
on September 14, and if a major-

ity votes to remove him from power, a
new governor will be elected that same
day from a certified list of 46 candi-
dates.

24 Republicans, nine Democrats, two
members of the Green Party, one liber-
tarian and 10 without party preference,
compete to replace Newsom who will
face a referendum on his administration
at the polls amid the COVID-19 pan-
demic, the wildfires and a record-
breaking drought.

"It is probably the most important
election that we will see in a long time,
not only because of the implications of
who becomes governor, but also be-
cause of the message it sends across
the nation about California politics,"
said Secretary of State Shirley Nash We-
ber in a conversation with journalists
hosted by Ethnic Media Services.

The best-known names on the list of

certified candidates that include house-
wives, college students and former
public officials are Republicans Caitlyn
Jenner, an Olympic gold medalist, and
Larry Elder, a conservative radio host.
Democratic candidate Kevin Paffrath, a
personal finance influencer with more
than 1.6 million YouTube followers, is
another popular name.

Weber, who is California's first Afri-
can-American secretary and took office
on January 29, 2021 after replacing
now-Senator Alex Padilla, said the elec-
tions can cost about $400 million, an
"extremely expensive" price for an
election that only needed to collect sig-
natures from 12% of the electorate to
be convened.

Other states authorize recalls based

on at least 30% of voters and there are
several in which this option does not
exist. Since 1913 there have been 55
attempts in California to remove the
governor, the only successful one being
in 2003, when 55,4% of voters backed
the removal of Gray Davis who was then
replaced by Republican Arnold
Schwarzenegger.

"After the elections I do plan to pull
together a group of bipartisan individu-
als to look at our recall process, and see
whether or not we need to continue
down this path," Weber added. "The bar
(for the electorate to request a recall) is
too low."

On the idea that the Republican
Party promotes recalls in a blue state
where it cannot win elections, the sec-
retary said that "may be true and that
may be why we are seeing recalls in
California while in other states you're
seeing voter suppression legislation."

Weber said she has asked her staff
for a list of recalls that have been occur-
ring at more local levels such as county
supervisor, city councils and school

boards.
A daughter of sharecroppers in

Hope, Arkansas, during the Jim Crow
segregation era, whose family moved
to California when she was three years
old, Weber shared that her parents
never had the opportunity to register
to vote and that her grandparents
passed away before the passage of the
Voting Rights Act of 1965.

"Voting is extremely important to me
and extremely important to the com-
munities I serve," Weber said. "We are in
a critical period where people are vot-
ing in great numbers and as a result of
that, there is also an effort to suppress
those numbers."

"A recall election is very important
because you can potentially eliminate a

person from office, not just pick a per-
son to come into office," added Weber.
She urged Californians to verify if they
are registered to vote on
voterstatus.SOS.ca.gov, and if they are
not, to do so virtually before August 30
to receive their ballot in the mail.

She also said that her office has a $17
million budget publicity campaign to
get electoral information out.

There will be two questions on the
ballot: Do you want to recall Governor
Gavin Newsom? And who do you want
to replace the governor?

Weber explained that if 50% plus one
say yes to recall the Governor, then the

answer to the second question "be-
comes relevant." Of the 46 candidates
to replace Newsom, whoever obtains a
simple majority will win, even if the
highest number of votes represents
only 20% of the voters. If people say
they don't want to get rid of the gov-
ernment, it doesn't matter who gets the
most votes to replace Newsom.

"You should pick a person in the sec-
ond question, because even if you don't
want to recall (Newsom) you would still
want to have input in who becomes the
governor," Weber said.

"It is probably the most important election

that we will see in a long time, not only because of the

implications of who becomes governor, but also

because of the message it sends across the

 nation about California politics”

Cont’d on page 29
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TiE SoCal Angels raised $3 Million...

In addition to himself, the board in-
cluded Navneet Chugh, Anshuman
Sinha, Vijay Kotrappa, and Venkat
Tadanki. These five men have put in
countless hours over the past year to

source deals, screen each company, and
make the final decisions on every in-
vestment the group has made. Mr. Ram
also pointed out that this team was sup-
ported by many additional Charter
Members who have participated in vir-
tually every step of the investment pro-
cess. In one of the most telling slides of
the presentation, Mr. Ram pointed out
that the group had reviewed over 600
startups in the past 14 months, and
through the process of elimination, nar-
rowed down to the 12 investments the
group made on behalf of the fund. This
means that the group had invested in
less than 2% of the applications that
they have received.

Next, Mr. Ram took the attendees
through the twelve investments that
were made into the group and the
broad diversification they had
achieved. Of the twelve, four invest-
ments were made in companies based
out of India, one in Germany and seven
in United States. They had also achieved
industry diversification by investing in
broad spectrum of companies from Ed
Tech, to Big Data to Healthcare and Agri
Tech to Enterprise software. Mr. Ram
pointed out that this diversification was
only possible because of the participa-
tion of the Charter Members and the in-
dustry knowledge they bring to the
table. Their expertise helped conduct
the proper due diligence and that it will

be required even further in the coming
year for the second fund.

Without giving away the specifics, Mr.
Ram also highlighted that most of these
companies have continued to perform
brilliantly post investments and have
achieved further milestones. Several of

the companies are al-
ready preparing to raise
additional rounds of
capital at higher valua-
tions. Other startups
have launched addi-
tional features and built
out their sales and tech-
nical teams critical to
their growth. Mr. Ram
expressed his satisfac-
tion with the portfolio
and assured the group
that he was extremely
excited about the future
of these twelve compa-
nies.

From here, Mr. Ram
started the discussion of
the second fund, which
the group is currently

raising, and what they hope to achieve
in the coming year. For the second fund,
the group was adding an additional
board member in Mr. Ramesh Patel.
With the second fund, the group aims
to continue building on the successful
track record and build the portfolio of
seed and Series A companies the group
is supporting. Mr. Ram also mentioned
that by participating in the fund, the
CMs would be invited to participate at
every step of the process and would
play a critical role in deciding the future
of the fund.

One of the most important things Mr.
Ram pointed out that all of the board
members, the screening committee
members, and the due diligence team
members were all volunteering their
time and resources. The group does not
charge any fees or any carried interest
to the fund. This was perhaps one of the
biggest applause lines of the presenta-
tion, and the gratitude was palpable in
the room. This type of commitment and
willingness to give back is the reason
why most of the charter members had
signed up and is the reason why the
group has become such a hotbed for
activity in the startup ecosystem in Cali-
fornia.

Mr. Ram then took the group through
the process by which the group makes
investments. The process starts with re-
viewing 50 to 100 applications every

month for startups that are actively
looking for funding. The group utilizes a
platform called Startup Steroid, which
enables this review and helps the group
manage the deal flow. This platform also
enables the group to work with TiE Glo-
bal Angels, with whom the group
shares deal flow and due diligence with
selected companies. The screening pro-
cess culminates into the monthly pitch
event that is held every third Wednes-
day of each month. For this event, four
to five of the top companies are invited
to present in front of the entire Charter
Membership of the group. Many other
industry leaders and other Angel and VC
groups that are part of TiE's ecosystem
also attend these events and partici-
pate in the Q&A with the founders.

After the pitch event, the group de-
liberates and makes the decision on
continuing on with the deep dive and/
or due diligence to make an investment
in the startups. This is a long process
where the group reviews all of the le-
gal documentation of the company,

past financials and future projections,
the product and its viability in the in-
dustry and even goes as far as to speak
to customers, employees and other
stakeholders to get to know the com-
pany in as much detail as possible. This
is where industry expertise of the Char-
ter Members plays a big role in the pro-
cess. The group also gets functional
area expertise involved such as CPAs
and Attorneys. The team will make a
"go" or "no-go" recommendation to the
board, which makes the ultimate deci-
sion on whether to move forward with
the investment.

TiE SoCal prides itself on going
through this process in an extremely
timely manner, generally finishing it in

matter of couple of weeks rather than
months like the industry standard. Mr.
Ram made it very clear that completing
this process in a timely manner is only
possible because of the dedicated par-
ticipation of all the CMs and the active
participation of all the parties.

Mr. Ram also highlighted all of the
outreach the group has been conduct-
ing to build up their database of
startups and to increase the deal flow
the group has been seeing.  The group
has been consistently working with in-
cubators and accelerators in Southern
California as well as some in Silicon Val-
ley and other tech hubs around the
country. Also, consistent messaging on
social media, presenting at industry
events and conferences has also re-
sulted in significant deal flow. But most
important source has been referrals
through the Charter Members and their
network. This is a big part of having an
international reach, and find trustwor-
thy and stable startups that have signifi-
cant potential.

Another very important thing Mr.
Ram discussed is the relationship with
TiE Global Angels. There is a significant
effort underway to bring all of TiE's

Chapters closer together to
make sure that the best
startups get the maximum
exposure, as well as all of
the Charter Members get
access to all the investment
opportunities no matter
where they are located. This
type of systematic global
collaboration has been out
of reach until now because
each chapter used different
system. Now, with everyone
adopting the Startup Ste-
roid platform, deal-flow
management across the en-
tire TiE Global network will
be brought on to one plat-
form and sharing of deals

will become effortless for all investors.
With this introduction, Mr. Ram dis-

cussed some of the other capabilities of
the Startup Steroid platform
(www.startupsteroid.com) including
managing the entire, screening, pitch-
ing and due diligence process through
the platform. All members are able to
review deals, take notes and rate com-
panies at each stage. Members can ac-
cess pitch decks and entire company
profiles from one screen. But most im-
portantly, investment opportunities can
then be shared with all Charter Mem-
bers, documents are shared, and com-
mitments taken right through the plat-
form.

Cont’d from page 16

Nitin Bajaj, TiEcon 2021 chair speaking at the event

Executive Director Anil Ramineni, President-Elect Ashish

Saboo & President Anshuman Sinha

Cont’d on page 29
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TiE SoCal Angels raised $3 Million...

Once the investments are made,
then those startups become part of
each Charter Member's portfolio and
then all future communications, such
as quarterly reports and annual K-1s
are distributed right through the plat-
form. In addition, ability to automate
communication, central depository for
all investment related documents and
membership management capabili-
ties, makes Startup Steroid one-stop-
shop for everything related to Angel
investing.

After the presentation, Mr. Ram took
questions from the audience for an ad-
ditional 45 minutes to make sure all con-
cerns were addressed. As questions
were answered, you could feel the ex-
citement in the room rise. As the event
turned to dinner, Charter Members
pledged over $3 million to the second
fund, and many showed eagerness to

get involved in every step of the pro-
cess. With a diverse team engaged in
the screening process, the TiE SoCal An-
gels is now reviewing 50 to 100 compa-
nies every month. The group is also en-
gaging with many of the largest incu-
bators and accelerators in Southern
California to find the highest quality
startups and most promising busi-
nesses. With this network, TiE SoCal An-
gels has put all the right pieces in place
to scale up their portfolio many times
over in the coming years.

TiE SoCal Angels:
TiE SoCal Angels is a network of suc-

cessful entrepreneurs, professionals
and highly educated individuals who
are now turning their passion for busi-
ness into investments and mentorship
for the next generation. Started by a
handful of dedicated individuals in the
1990s, TiE SoCal Angels formalized the
group in 2018 intending to bring to-
gether more investors and help more

Cont’d from page 28 entrepreneurs. Today, TiE SoCal Angels
comprises of 125+ accredited investors
who are actively investing and
mentoring founders. TiE SoCal Angels
holds pitch events every third Wednes-
day of the month and invites all startups
to apply for funding at
www.TiESoCalAngels.com

Startup Steroid:
Startup Steroid

(www.startupsteroid.com) is a deal-
flow management platform that helps
VCs and Angel groups manage the
startup applications, screening and due
diligence process, and manage their
portfolio and related documents.
Started by three Angel investors, this is
a platform designed by investors, for
investors. The platform allows each
group to white label it for their own use,
and streamlines communication with
their investors through the platform.
Managing membership, allowing ac-
cess to the deal flow and getting rat-

ings and comments back from investors
at each stage of the process is managed
right on the platform. Once the invest-
ment is made, the platform allows you
to manage your portfolio of invest-
ments, receive quarterly communica-
tion and distribute regulatory docu-
ments right through the platform.

TiE SoCal:
TiE SoCal (www.socal.tie.org) is the

Southern California chapter of TiE. TiE is
a non-profit, global community wel-
coming entrepreneurs from all over the
world. They believe in the power of
ideas to change the face of entrepre-
neurship and growing business
through the five pillars; mentoring, net-
working, education, incubating and
funding. TiE was founded in 1992 by a
group of successful entrepreneurs and
is currently the world's largest entre-
preneurial organization. The values and
beliefs of TiE reflect the culture and
value system of Silicon Valley: entrepre-
neurship and wealth creation are invalu-
able human endeavors, and successful
entrepreneurs find fulfillment in help-
ing budding entrepreneurs.

As California Schools Reopen:
Newsmaker briefing with CA State

Superintendent of Public Instruction

Key dates
August 16: Counties will begin to

send ballots to the homes of registered
voters.

August 24: the secretary of state will

publish the information guide with all

the details of the election and compet-

ing candidates.

August 30: Last day for voters to reg-

ister online and receive a ballot in the

mail.

August 31 - September 14: In-person

registration at polling stations and cen-

ter boxes provided by local voter regis-

tries.

September 7: Last day for counties to

send vote-by-mail ballots

September 14: Election Day. Polling

places are open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.

September 16 to October 14: ballot

counting.

October 22: official date on which the

election results are known.

Voters can track their vote by mail
through the portal: Where is my ballot

Sec. of State
Weber breaks
down key facts
about recall
Cont’d from page 27VIDYA SETHURAMAN

India Post News Service

As California schools reopen, CA
State Superintendent of Public
Instruction Tony Thurmond

shared his priorities for the coming
school year - from vaccinations to what
schools are doing to help students ac-
celerate their learning and address the
equity gap in education at the EMS
briefing on Aug 16. Tony Thurmond was
sworn in as the 28th California State Su-
perintendent of Public Instruction on
January 7, 2019. Superintendent
Thurmond is an educator, social worker,
and public school parent, who has
served the people of California for
more than ten years in elected office.

Governor Gavin Newsom highlighted
the safe reopening of California's
schools for full in-person instruction this
school year and new investments in
education.  The California Comeback
Plan includes a $123.9 billion Pre-K and
K-12 education package that provides
an unprecedented level of school and
student funding to transform the state's
public schools into gateways of equity

and opportunity. The governor said he
has also advanced funding to give
schools access to the resources and
support they need to safely reopen.

Thurmond said that most of the stu-
dents have now returned to the cam-
pus and the schools have taken many
relevant safety measures. First of all, he
emphasized on the kids above 12 get-
ting vaccinated. California is now lead-
ing the way in vaccines. I hope it will not

stop. Vaccines are the first step. Wear-
ing a mask is also necessary. In addition,
routine virus testing is also required,
said Thurmond. His department is also
procuring 15 million rapid test kits to
be used by the schools to test their staff.
The Office of the Director of Education
conducts door-to-door visits to answer
questions in the community, and also
organizes large-scale remote confer-
ences to help parents, children, and fac-

ulty members of different groups on
vaccination.

"The CDC and the California Depart-
ment of Public Health have already pro-
vided guidance that even as case rates
increase, if everyone is wearing a mask
and everyone who can get a vaccine
gets one, we can keep our schools open
safely," Thurmond said.

Thurmond is confident that he can
make up for the gap caused by children

who do not have the Internet or digital
devices in the past year or so. Because
students have never stopped learning,
the education department hopes to
help children build learning skills. For
example, some programs have been
opened to improve reading skills. With
regard to the trend of hatred towards
Asians, he said that the office and ex-
perts have jointly produced courses to
teach children the contribution of
Asians to the community.

Governor Gavin Newsom highlighted the safe reopening of

California's schools for full in-person instruction this

school year and new investments in education
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Krishna is utterly incomparable, he
 is so unique. Firstly, his unique-

ness lies in the fact that although
Krishna happened in the ancient past
he belongs to the future, is really of
the future. Man has yet to grow to
that height where he can be a con-
temporary of Krishna's.

He is still beyond man's under-
standing; he continues to puzzle and
battle us. Only in some future time
will we be able to understand him
and appreciate his virtues. And there
are good reasons for it.

The most important reason is that
Krishna is the sole great man in our
whole history who reached the abso-
lute height and depth of religion, and
yet he is not at all serious and sad, not
in tears.

By and large, the chief characteris-
tic of a religious person has been that

he is somber, serious and sad-looking
- like one vanquished in the battle of
life, like a renegade from life. In the
long line of such sages it is Krishna
alone who comes dancing, singing
and laughing. Religions of the past
were all life-denying and masochistic,
extolling sorrow and suffering as
great virtues.

If you set aside Krishna's vision of
religion, then every religion of the
past presented a sad and sorrowful
face. A laughing religion, a religion
that accepts life in its totality is yet to
be born. And it is good that the old
religions are dead, along with them,
that the old God, the God of our old
concepts is dead too.

It is said of Jesus that he never
laughed. It was perhaps his sad look
and the picture of his physical form
on the cross that became the focal
point of at traction for people, most
of whom are themselves unhappy and
miserable. In a deep sense Mahavira
and Buddha are against life too. They
are in favor of some other life in some
other world; they support a kind of
liberation from this life.

Every religion, up to now, has di-
vided life into two parts, and while they
accept one part they deny the other,
Krishna alone accepts the whole of life.
Acceptance of life in its totality has at-
tained full fruition in Krishna. That is
why India held him to be a perfect in-
carnation of God, while all other incar-
nations were assessed as imperfect
and incomplete.

Even Rama is described as an incom-
plete incarnation of God. But Krishna is
the whole of God. And there is a rea-
son for saying so. The reason is that
Krishna has accepted and absorbed
everything that life is.

Albert Schweitzer made a signifi-
cant remark in criticism of the Indian
religion. He said that the religion of this
country is life negative. This remark is
correct to a large extent, if Krishna is
left out. But it is utterly wrong in the
context of Krishna. If Schweitzer had
tried to understand Krishna he would

never have said so. But it was unfortu-
nate that we did not allow Krishna to
influence our life in a broad way.

He remains a lonely dancing island
in the vast ocean of sorrow and misery
that is our life. Or, we can say he is a
small oasis of joyous dancing and cel-
ebration in the huge desert of sadness
and negativity, of suppression and con-
demnation that we really are. Krishna
could not influence the whole spec-
trum of our life, and for this we are
alone to blame.

Excerpted from 'Krishna: The Man
and His Philosophy'. Janmashtami, the
birth anniversary of Krishna, was cel-
ebrated on August 30.

Krishna is still beyond
man's understanding

Lord Krishna

Krishna is the sole great man in our

whole history who reached the

absolute height and depth of religion

50 SPIRITUAL APPETIZERS
Vinod Dhawan

“It’s a lovely book. It feels en-

ergetically clear and light. It’s

easy to read, dip in and out and

most importantly it offers infor-

mation without fluff! Blessings

on this project.”
Jac O’Keeffe

Spirituality teacher based in
USA.

Disclaimer:  Views expressed are personal to the author

Philosophy
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India needs labor-intensive manufacturing
employment to stall reverse migration

N CHANDRA MOHAN

Notwithstanding decades of
post-Independence develop
ment, India still is "one of the

few examples left in the world of an
enormous population still largely de-
pendent on agriculture", to borrow an
expression of the late historian Eric
Hobsbawm.

To be sure, the process termed mod-
ern economic development in terms of
a shift in the population away from agri-
culture towards industry and services in
towns and cities, has been underway.
But of late there has been a noteworthy
reversal in terms of migration from fac-
tories back to the farms of rural India.
This trend has serious implications for
living standards and deserves policy in-
tervention.

According to the decennial censuses-
a massive exercise involving a
headcount of a billion-plus population --
the movement of labor away from agri-
culture had gathered momentum in re-
cent decades
after a period
of stasis. Al-
though the
much-delayed
shift to non-
a g r i c u l t u r a l
activities be-
gan in 1991, the share of workers living
off the land remains substantial. Be-
tween the 2001 and 2011 Censuses, for
instance, the result that attracted the
most attention was the shrinkage of the
farmer population.

Even the National Sample Survey
Organization's five-yearly surveys, which
have been discontinued after 2010-11,
corroborate this shift from agriculture.

Agricultural employment share up
Since then, the big factor of change is

the movement of nonagricultural work-
ers back to the farms. The government's
latest Periodic Labor Force Survey for
2019-20 shows a substantial increase in
employment in agriculture from 42.5
percent of total employment in 2018-19
to 45.6 percent in 2019-20.

The 3.1 percentage points increase
amounts to a massive 33 million people
going back to agriculture in a single
year. More than half of these workers
have come from manufacturing (mostly
unorganized), construction, transport,
storage and communication activities in
the towns and cities, whose share in to-
tal employment have declined.

The fact that this reverse migration is

not a one-off occurrence is borne out by
the Consumer Pyramid Household Sur-
veys of the Centre for Monitoring the
Indian Economy. Although the share of
agricultural employment is much lower
than in the Periodic Labor Force Survey,
labor absorption in this sector steadily
rose from 35.3 percent in 2017-18, to
36.1 percent in 2018-19, then to 38 per-
cent in 2019-20. Employment in agricul-
ture further increased to 39.4 percent
in 2020-21.

The upshot is that the structural
transformation associated with the text-
book theory of economic development
is no more in evidence during the last
few years.

Weak economic growth
The proximate causes include the

weakening of India's economic growth
since 2017-18. Declining GDP growth
translates into fewer opportunities for
gainful employment for those who
move from the countryside to the towns

and big cities for work.
At a time when the organized sector

employment growth is sluggish, if not
contracting, the brunt of adjustment is
borne by the low-paying unorganized
or informal sector that includes self-em-
ployment and casual odd jobbing. Even
these opportunities dwindled, trigger-
ing reverse migration, due to shocks like
demonetization in November 2016, the
introduction of a Goods and Services Tax
and lockdown to battle Covid-19.

From a policy standpoint, focusing on
an agenda to create more productive
jobs out of agriculture should be the
topmost priority. While many progres-
sive changes, including reforms, have
taken place, the growing numbers of
Indians living off the land have ex-
tremely serious distributional
outcomes.acturing employment. Re-
verse migration cannot be tackled with
such mindsets.

 (The writer is an economics and busi-
ness commentator based in New Delhi).
South Asia Monitor

The government's latest Periodic Labor Force

Survey for 2019-20 shows a substantial increase in

employment in agriculture from 42.5 percent of total

employment in 2018-19 to 45.6 percent in 2019-20
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1 Lut Gaye: Lut Gaye

2 Thoda Thoda Pyaar: Thoda Thoda Pyaar

3 Main Jis Din Bhulaa Du: Main Jis Din

Bhulaa Du

4 Nadiyon Paar: Nadiyon Paar

5 Baarish Ki Jaaye: Baarish Ki Jaaye

6 Chhor Denge: Chhor Denge

7 Bepanah Pyaar: Bepanah Pyaar

8 Panghat: Panghat

9 Aur Pyaar Karna Hai : Aur Pyaar Karna Hai

10 Tera Suit: Tera Suit

TOP TEN
HINDI  FILM  SONGS

Yami Gautam Dhar has started preparing for
her role for upcoming investigative drama

'Lost', which is being shot in Kolkata. The ac-
tress says language is fundamental in giving
the character a sense of belonging and that
she always tries to make sure that she gets the
regional accent correct.

Yami said: "Language is fundamental in giv-
ing the character a sense of belonging and look
genuine on screen. I always try to make sure
that I get the regional accent or the
dialect correct, even for a brief
dialogue."

"For 'Lost', I am convers-
ing with the Bengali
crew on the sets to un-
derstand the little
nuances of their
speech. It is also
helping to
catch its dic-
tion for my
role," the
a c t r e s s
added.

Aniruddha
Roy Chowdhury
is directing 'Lost',
based on the issue
surrounding media integ-
rity.

Yami also has 'A Thurs-
day', 'Dasvi' and 'Bhoot
Police' in the pipeline.
IANS

Bollywood stars Ranveer Singh and
Alia Bhatt have commenced

shooting for the first schedule of
their upcoming film "Rocky Aur Rani
Ki Prem Kahani," directed by Karan
Johar.

Ranveer has posted a video on
Instagram. The clip features some
behind-the-scenes of the shoot,
script reading sessions and the loca-
tion set up.

Ranveer captioned it: "Shuru ho
gayi hai yeh anokhi kahani of Rocky &
Rani. Toh dijiye humein apna
aashirvaad aur pyaar, aur chaliye iss
safar mein hamaare saath!
#RockyAurRaniKiPremKahani ( The
unique story of Rocky and Rani has
begun. So give us your love and
blessings and join us in this journey)."

Alia shared the same video and
captioned it: "Too many feels to fit in
a caption #Rocky Aur Rani Ki Prem
Kahani #RRKPK." IANS

Bollywood actor Arjun Kapoor
took everyone by surprise

with his impressive physical transfor-
mation. He considers his fitness journey

to be a work in progress and says he is
thoroughly enjoying his journey forward.

Arjun said: "I have to tailor-
make my diet and constantly

customize it because of my
constant health journey for-
ward. So, yes, along with the
intense workout sessions that
I have been doing with Drew
Neal, I have changed my meal

pattern completely."
Arjun feels healthy food

should also be tasty for someone
like him to stay motivated. The ac-

tor says he is a work in progress
with every meal and every workout
session.

He added: "I'm just happy that I
have found my groove and am thor-
oughly enjoying my journey for-
ward. I, like every other person, is a
work in progress and I'm at it, every
single day, every single meal." IANS
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LESSONS TO LEARN
The recent events in Afghanistan have created tremors

worldwide. The advancement of Taliban, and their atroci-
ties on the common Afghan population especially women,
brought back memories of after the Russians had exited. What
is it that takes two of the most militarily advanced nations to
retreat from that country? Many experts on Afghanistan have
given different views.

Russians have always wanted to have a shorter route for
access to the Indian Ocean and the gulf. They jumped on the
opportunity to march through Afghanistan, to strategically
reach the Indian Ocean through a landlocked nation and also
for the immense potentials of its mineral wealth. America was
not happy with Russia's advancement to the Indian Ocean and
began to fund the Taliban covertly. Afghanistan has histori-
cally been an unstable country with feuding warlords. The
warlords scattered all across its regions were controlling vari-
ous provinces even before the Russians had invaded. With the
help of the CIA these warlords united and took birth as Taliban.

Initially Taliban received huge support from US and several
countries, and of course Pakistan. However, after the Russian
retreat the support base fell apart and they had to resort to
drug trade. Currently the drug trade is believed to be in the
tune of half-a-trillion dollar. A similar scenario had come into
force in China with Kuomintang led government, who fought
against the Communist regime in China. Later the local war-
lords took over and it became part of the golden triangle for
drugs with the elevation of drug lords like Kung Sa in
Myanmar. The drug trade has also funded the covert opera-
tions of many so called democratic nations.

As the US forces prepare to leave Afghanistan, the vacuum
is quickly being filled by China, which has already recognized
the Taliban government. China's aim is to enter Pakistan and
Afghanistan, and the timing could not be better.

Afghanistan will soon be an economically failed state and
there is no alternative for them but to align with China. China
sees a long term gain with a mineral rich country,believed to
be a$3-trillion-worth of lithium source, along with gold, cop-
per and other precious metals in Afghanistan that lie un-
tapped. They could also see the Belt Road initiative to branch
off into Afghanistan.

The blunders created by Bush Administration not only lost
trillions of American tax payers' money but also took toll of
more than a million human lives, with wars across Iraq and
Afghanistan, besides the losing of American face globally.

To begin with US had no business to be in Afghanistan for
such a long period. With US advancement of surveillance tech-
nology and intelligence, Bin Laden could have been traced
sooner or later. In fact Pakistan government and the ISI be-
trayed the US by providing a safe haven to Bin Laden.

Even though Trump Administration had announced the US
military pull out and Biden administration decided to imple-
ment by September 11,it has turned into yet another humani-
tarian crisis for the world to deal with. Hopefully this time
America would have learnt a lesson from its mistakes in
Vietnam and now Afghanistan.

For detailed story visit
www.indiapost.com

It seems this time a more matured Taliban

have drawn up a better plan than they did in

the 90s when they took the country by force.

Their meetings with China, Russia and Iran

prove that they have well laid out plans

Taliban needs to reform ideology, cut
terror links for ruling Afghanistan

AINUR KHAN

Having overrun
Afghanistan's capital
Kabul, the Taliban are

gearing up to play a pivotal
role in running the country. The
Taliban's success has come
sooner than the assessment of
the Afghan situation by the US
intelligence. The hardline Sunni
Islamist militia has already de-
clared - "The war is over and
it's time for Reconstruction".

Though the power struggle
continues, it is apparent that
the Taliban will either run the
entire country on their own or
go for power-sharing with
other political outfits. With the
global power players keeping
a keen eye on the political de-
velopments in Afghanistan, the
Taliban need to transform
themselves from a militant out-
fit to a political one, to get rec-

ognition from the international
community.

It seems this time a more
matured Taliban have drawn
up a better plan than they did
in the 90s when they took the
country by force. Their meet-
ings with China, Russia and Iran
prove that they have well laid
out plans.

Sending out the right notes,
the Taliban have said they
stand for cooperation with all
countries.

 "About international rela-
tionship, it is our policy to have
co-operation with all countries
of the world. Now a new chap-
ter has opened, that is the con-
struction of the country, eco-
nomic development of the
people, a chapter of peace
among all countries, especially
our nearby countries. We need

cooperation from other coun-
tries. Our intention is to rebuild
the country and that cannot be
done without the cooperation
of other countries," said the
Taliban spokesman Shaheen
Suhail in a recent exclusive
conversation with CNN-
News18 television channel.

China, Russia, Pakistan, Tur-
key and Iran have already
shown interest in striking a re-
lationship with the Taliban. The
US has urged the Taliban to up-
hold human rights, particularly
women's rights and cut ties
with militant outfits.

China for friendly relations
China intends to have

"friendly relations" with the
Taliban and unlike the USA,
Beijing has declared it would
not withdraw its embassy from

Kabul and keep its citizens on
Afghanistan's soil.  This only
demonstrates China's confi-
dence in the Taliban's intents.

Last month during a meet-
ing with a Taliban delegation,
China reiterated that the Af-
ghan Taliban will make a clear
break with all terrorist organi-
zations including ETIM (East
Turkistan Islamic Movement)
an UN-designated terrorist
group which Beijing considers
as a "direct threat to China's
national security". China has
accused ETIM of leading violent
attacks that claimed hundreds
of lives in the past decade
within and outside China.

By Cutting off ties with ETIM,
the Taliban could get recogni-
tion from China as a "genuine
political force", grab abundant
investments in the war-torn

country's devastated infra-
structure and expect a poten-
tial inclusion in China's Trillion-
Dollar connectivity plan BRI
(Belt and Road Initiative).

Pakistan, which is thought
to be a salient player in ensur-
ing peace in Afghanistan, is fac-
ing tough times due to the
Taliban's unwillingness to crack
down on cross-border militant
groups namely Al-Quade, ETIM,
or Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan.

China, Pakistan and Afghani-
stan have already agreed to
extend the BRI - China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC) -
into landlocked Afghanistan,
which can unfold enormous
business potential for Afghani-
stan.

Situation fluid for India
India had a good relation-

ship with President Ashraf
Ghani's government. India has
pumped in huge investments
amounting to USD 3 billion for
the reconstruction of the coun-
try following a commitment by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
during his visit to Afghanistan
in 2016.

A key potential trading hub
is the Chabahar port in south-
eastern Iran in which India has
invested. The seaport is be-
lieved to be the best and an
economical transit route into
Afghanistan and Central Asian
countries.

But the recent Taliban attack
on the India-built Salma Dam,
known as Afghan-India Friend-
ship Dam in Afghanistan's
Herat province - the third such
assault since last month on the
nearly USD 300 million struc-
ture that provides water to
several districts in the region -
will surely dent the Taliban's
image in India.

( The writer is an interna-
tional relations researcher-
writer in Dhaka, Bangladesh).
South Asia Monitor
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